
Thomas Reid Davys Bell (1863-1948) in front of his house in Karwar, North 
Kanara, India. T. R. Bell wrote the following papers on the Butterflies of the 
Indian Region. Photograph from Bombay Natural History Society 1883-1933, 
Golden Jubilee Volume 1933. See the bibliography below. HG 
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Thomas Reid Davys Bell (1863-1948) was born in Cork, Ireland and died in Karwar, 
North Kanara, Katnataka, India. The District of Karwar was in the Bombay Presidency when 
Bell was active in the Forest Service of Bombay. According to the late Suguru Igarashi, no 
other person had contributed so much to the study of the biology of butterflies in Asia than 
Bell. Igarashi was to succeed Bell eminently. Igarashi also collected butterflies near the Kaiga 
Nuclear Plant near Karwar. He had also observed the early stages of many species (in Pers. 
Communication). I was taught the art of collecting butterflies by one of Bell’s many field 
assistants just a few kilometres north of Karwar in southern Goa. This bibliography contains 
almost all that Bell published on the butterflies. Exception is his monograph on the 
Sphingidae (Lepidoptera) of British India, which he wrote with the collaboration of F. B. 
Scott. Sir Norman Kinnear (see below), who knew Bell very well, and who arranged for the 
transfer of Bell’s enormous material from Karwar to London, tells about a huge manuscript 
by Bell on the Sphingidae of Canara, which nobody wanted to publish. This manuscript 
should have come to the Natural History Museum in London, but despite my effort along 
with the librarians to discover it has not produced any result. I also searched in India in vain. I 
fear it is lost. Otherwise, NHM, London houses all of Bell’s manuscripts and collection of 
drawings. Bell’s materials arc gold mine of information on western India(n natural history) 
from about 1880s to 1940s. Bell’s letters to various other naturalists are also housed in that 
institution. 

All the material, including the Sphingidae volumes, can be downloaded from, 
www .biodiversitylibrary.org . 


Bell, T. R. 1906. Observations on Indian butterflies. Entomologist’s Monthly Magazine, 

1906: Second Series XVII: 121-128. 

Bell, T. R. 1909. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts IV, V, VI. Journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society , (Introduction and Nymphalidae.) 19: 16-58, 438-474, 635- 
682. (Nymphalidae; early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarat] (For earlier parts, under the same title, see under Young) 

Bell, T. R. 1910. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts VII, VIII. Journal of the Bombay 
Natural History Society, 19: 846-879, 20: 279-329. (Nymphalidae: Satyrinae; early 
stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 
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Bell, T. R. 1911. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Part IX (Papilionidae). Journal of the 
Bombay Natural History Society, 20: 1115-1136. (Papilionidae: Papilioninae; early 
stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1912. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts X, XI (Papilionidae, continued). 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 21: 517-544, 740-766. Part XII 
(Pieridae), 21: 1131-1157. (Papilionidae: Papilioninae; Pieridae; early stages: 
Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1913. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XIII, XIV, XV (Pieridae). Journal of 
the Bombay Natural History Society, 22: 92-100, 320-344, 517-531. (Pieridae: early 
stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1914. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Part XVI (Pieridae, continued). Journal of 
the Bombay Natural History Society, 23: 73-103. (Pieridae: early stages: 

Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarati 
Bell, T. R. 1915. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Part XVII (Notes on Pieridae, Lycaenidae). 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 24: 481-498 . (Pieridae) 
(Lycaenidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1916. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Part XVIII (Lycaenidae, continued). Journal 
of the Bombay Natural History Society, 24: 656-672. (Lycaenidae: early stages: 
Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarati 
Bell, T. R. 1918. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XIX, XX (Lycaenidae, continued). 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 25: 430-453, 636-644; Part XXI 26: 
98-140. (Lycaenidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1919. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XXII, XXIII (Lycaenidae, continued). 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 26: 438-487, 750-769. (Lycaenidae: 
early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 
Bell, T. R. 1920. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XXIV, XXV (Lycaenidae, 
continued). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 26: 941-954, 27: 26-32; 
Part XXVI. (Hesperiidae) 27: 211-227. (Lycaenidae: early stages: Hostplants) 
(Hesperiidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarati 

Bell, T. R. 1921. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XXVII, XXVIII. (Hesperiidae, 
continued). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 27: 431-447, 778-793. 
(Hesperiidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarati 

Bell, T. R. 1923. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XXIX, XXX. (Hesperiidae, 
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continued). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 29: 429-455, 703-717. 
(Hesperiidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1924. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Part XXXI. (Hesperiidae, continued). 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 29: 921-946, Part XXXII, 30: 132- 
150. (Hesperiidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1925. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XXXIII, XXXIV, XXXV 
(Hesperiidae, continued). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 30: 285- 
305, 561-586, 822-837. (Hesperiidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western 
Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1926. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Parts XXXVI, XXXVII (Hesperiidae, 
continued). Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 31: 323-351, 655-686 . 
(Hesperiidae: early stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

Bell, T. R. 1927. The common butterflies of the plains of India. (Including those met with in 
Hill Stations of the Bombay Presidency). Part XXXVIII (Hesperiidae, continued). 
Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 31: 951-974. (Hesperiidae: early 
stages: Hostplants) [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: Maharashtra: Gujarat] 

(The above series of papers, when collected together amount to about 1000 
pages, have the most detailed descriptions of early biology and bionomics of 
“common” butterflies of India ever written up to this day. 19 colour plates and 
two plates of larvae and pupae were published at various periods. The 
Collection of specimens and water colours of larvae and pupae are in the 
Natural History Museum, London; specimens are also found in the Bombay 
Natural History Society, Bombay, the Agricultural University in Dharwar, 
Karnataka and the Zoological Survey of India, Calcutta. Unpublished MSS of 
68 Volumes (Diaries, 1884-1948; and 7 Volumes of Larval descriptions which 
Bell reared in India) are in the Entomology Library, The Natural History 
Museum, London. Obituary. In Journal of the Bombay Natural History 
Society, 48(1951): 167-171, By N. B. Kinnear) 


Bell, T. R. 1937. The Kanara District of Southern India: Its topography and flora in relation to 
the distribution of Sphingidae. In Bell, T. R. & Scott, F. B. 1937. Sphingidae. In 
Fauna of British India, Moths, Vol 5: 499-507. [INDIA: Western Ghats: Karnataka: 
North Kanara. Digital version at, www.biodiversitylibrary.org1 
Bell, T. R. D. 1903. Panther Experience. Journal of the Bombay Naturel History Society, 15: 
344-346. 

Davidson, J. & E.H. Aitken (1890). Notes on the larvae and pupae of some of the butterflies 
of the Bombay presidency. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society 5: 

349-375. 

Davidson, J. & E.H. Aitken (1890). Notes on the larvae and pupae of some of th butterflies of 
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the Bombay presidency. Journal of the Bombay Natural Histoiy Society 5: 349-375. 

[These two papers above contain also Bell’s experience and knowledge. 
Therefore they are included here. Following four papers are collaboration of 
all three Canara naturalists] 

Davidson, J., T.R. Bell & E.H. Aitken (1896). The butterflies of the North Canara district of 
the Bombay Presidency. Part I. Journal of the Bombay Natural Histoiy Society, 10: 
237-259. 

Davidson, J., T.R. Bell & E.H. Aitken (1897). The butterflies of the North Canara district of 
the Bombay Presidency. Part II. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 10: 
372-393. 

Davidson, J., T.R. Bell & E.H. Aitken (1897). The butterflies of the North Canara district of 
the Bombay Presidency. Part III. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 10: 
568-584. 

Davidson, J., T.R. Bell & E.H. Aitken (1898). The butterflies of the North Canara district of 
the Bombay Presidency. Part IV. Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society, 11: 
22-63. 


T. R. D. Bell 1896-1937 Bibliography 


5 



